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Original Forward by Clarence Larkin

 

This work is the result of 25 years’ study of the Book of Revelation. Twice within 6 years the writer gave a

4-month’s course of Sunday morning sermons to his people on the Book. These lectures have also been given

in Bible Institute Courses, illustrated with large, colored, wall charts.

 

The Book of Revelation is interpreted from the Futurist Standpoint. Chapters two and three cover the present

Church Dispensation. From chapter four to the end of the Book all is future. The writer’s purpose is to show

that the Book of Revelation is to be taken literally, and that it is written in chronological order. The text of the

Old Version is used and is printed at the top of each subject. The chapter and verse divisions are ignored. The

text is emphasized in by the use of capitals and black type. This helps to explain it and make it clear to the

general reader. The descriptive matter of the book is emphasized in the same manner.

 

The book is also illustrated with over 30 charts, maps, and diagrams. Numerous cuts of symbols, etc. spoken

of in the Book of Revelation are distributed throughout the book at the place where they are mentioned, and

add greatly to its value by elucidating the text and saving much explanatory matter.

 

The make-up and printing of the book is unique. The writer has broken all rules of book-making in his desire

to  make  the  average  reader  and  grip  the  truth.  This  he  has  been  able  to  do  because  of  his  skill  as  a

draughtsman, and because the Printers of the book, who are lovers of the truth and like to see it "Rightly

Divided," were in sympathy with the writer’s purpose, and have done everything they could to make the

"printer’s art" express the writer’s thought.

 

A book gotten up in this way is naturally more expensive to print than an ordinary book. The writer had to

spend weeks and months in study and designing the charts, maps, diagrams, cuts, etc. These had to be inked

and lettered by hand. Then plates had to be made of the drawings, and electros of the plates. The emphasizing

of the descriptive matter with black type costs extra, but all this trouble and expense makes the book doubly

valuable. While there are but 120 pages in the book, the size of the type, and the enlarged page, 6x9 inches,

make it equivalent to an ordinary book of 400 pages.

 

There is nothing fantastical in the book. It contains no speculative matter, nor opinions of the writer. The

book is not a commentary made up of quotations from other writers. The writer is neither a copyist nor a

compiler. The only Author the writer has sought to follow is the Author of the Book, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Therefore the writer lays no claim to originality. All he has sought to do is to clearly present the "MIND OF

CHRIST" as revealed in the Book, having in mind the "CURSE" to which every expositor of the Book

subjects himself. "If any man shall ADD unto these things, God shall ADD UNTO HIM the "PLAGUES" that

are written in this book, and if any man shall TAKE AWAY from the words of the ‘Book of this prophecy,’

God shall TAKE AWAY HIS PART OUT OF THE ‘BOOK OF LIFE,’ AND OUT OF THE HOLY CITY,

AND FROM THE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK," Rev. 22:18-19.

The  writer’s  aim has  been  to  prepare  a  standard  work  on  the  Book  of  Revelation,  from the  Futurist

Standpoint, that can be used as a text-book in Theological Seminaries and Bible Schools, and be of invaluable

service to the busy pastor in his exposition of the Word of God. The book is sent out with the prayer that God

will bless its testimony in these days when the prophetic utterances of the Book of Revelation are rapidly

approaching their fulfillment.

 

CLARENCE LARKIN

"Sunnyside"

THE EDITORS file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Ray%20Tharp/Desktop/Comp...

1 of 6 5/3/2010 6:09 PM
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Clarence Larkin biography
 

Clarence Larkin was an American Baptist pastor, Bible teacher, and writer, Clarence Larkin was born

October 28, 1850, in Chester, Delaware County, Pennsylvania. He was converted to Christ at the age of 19

and then felt called to the Gospel ministry, but the doors of opportunity for study and ministry did not open

immediately. He then got a job in a bank.

 

When he was 21 years old, he left the bank and went to college, graduating as a mechanical engineer. He

continued as a professional draftsman for a while, then he became a teacher of the blind.

 

This last endeavor cultivated his descriptive faculties -- something God would later use in him to produce a

monumental work on dispensational theology. Later, failing health compelled him to give up his teaching

career. After a prolonged rest, he became a manufacturer.

 

But he was not happy. He felt that God wanted him in the Gospel ministry. When he was converted he had

become a member of the Episcopal Church, but in 1882, at the age of 32, he became a Baptist and was

ordained as a Baptist minister two years later. He went directly from business into the ministry.

 

His first charge was at Kennett Square, Pennsylvania; his second pastorate was at Fox Chase, Pennsylvania,

where he remained for 20 years. He was not a premillennialist at the time of his ordination, but his study of

the Scriptures, with the help of some books that  fell into his hands, led him to adopt the premillennialist

position. He began to make large wall charts, which he titled, "Prophetic Truth," for use in the pulpit. These

led to his being invited to teach, in connection with his pastoral work, in two Bible institutes. During this time

he published a number of prophetical charts, which were widely circulated.

 

When World War I broke out in 1914, he was called on for addresses on The War and Prophecy. Then God

laid it  on his heart  to prepare a  work on Dispensational Truth (or God's Plan and Purpose in the Ages),

containing a number of charts with descriptive matter. He spent three years of his life designing and drawing

the charts and preparing the text. The favorable reception it has had since it was first published in 1918 seems

to indicate that the world was waiting for such a book.

 

Because it had a large and wide circulation in this and other lands, the first edition was soon exhausted. It was

followed by a second edition, and then, realizing that the book was of permanent value, Larkin revised it and

expanded  it,  printing it  in  its  present  form.  Larkin  followed  this  masterpiece  with  other  books:  Rightly

Dividing the Word, The Book of Daniel, Spirit World, Second Coming of Christ, and A Medicine Chest for

Christian Practitioners, a handbook on evangelism.

 

Larkin, a kind and gentle man, deplored the tendency of writers to say uncharitable things about each other,

so he earnestly sought to avoid criticisms and to satisfy himself with simply presenting his understanding of

the Scriptures. Though he did not intend to publish his own works, the Lord led in that direction. During the

last five years of his life, the demand for Larkin's books made it necessary for him to give up the pastorate

and devote his full time to writing. He went to be with the Lord on January 24, 1924.
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 RAY N. THARP, Ph D

 

EDUCATION

 

Ph D Louisiana Baptist University in Shreveport, La.

Associate of Business Administration, Grayson County College in Denison, Texas

Bachelor of Science (Major/speech; Minor/art), East Texas State University in Commerce, Texas

Bachelor of Divinity, Temple Baptist Theological Seminary in Chattanooga, Tenn.

Master’s of Administrative Studies, Southeastern Oklahoma State University in Durant, OK.

Diploma, C E F Leadership Training Institute in Warrenton, MO.

 

PERSONAL

 

Married Dorothy Suzanne Phillips; four children, Stephen, Melissa, Julie, Jonathan and eight grandchildren

I served in the US Army and was given an honorable discharge.

 

Dr. Tharp has pastured various SBC and independent Baptist churches since 1965 and was called into the

ministry in 1959.
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